-- SAMPLE LETTER --

DATE

The Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger

Governor, State of California

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA  95814


RE:
Open Space Subvention Funding (Section 9100-101-0001)

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:
On behalf of <County Name>, I am writing to urge you to restore the Open Space Subvention funding (Section 9100-101-0001) in your proposed 2010-11 State Budget.  This modest appropriation will allow counties to continue to participate in the California Land Conservation Act, also referred to as the Williamson Act
For cities and counties, the financial support provided by the Williamson Act subventions has provided a tangible incentive for local governments to stay in the program and initiate more contracts.  This year’s suspension of the subvention funding may be the last straw for some counties struggling to provide essential public services.  Many counties are seriously considering exiting the program if the subventions are not funded next year.  (INSERT LOCAL EXAMPLES)
In addition to the fiscal implications for counties, we fear that eliminating the subvention payments is the first step toward a total unraveling of the broadest-based agricultural conservation program in the state.  California is losing its working landscapes at an alarming rate while simultaneously faced with tremendous population pressure that further jeopardizes the economic viability of thousands of farming and ranching enterprises.  

As you know, California committed to reducing its carbon emissions and addressing global warming in a comprehensive manner upon your signing of AB 32 and SB 375.  Please recognize that the Williamson Act is the ultimate compliment to these measures. The Act strives to protect farmland and open space, land which in itself reduces greenhouse gas emissions through the carbon sequestration process.  
The preservation of agriculture and open space is not just a local priority; it is – and must remain – a state priority. We urge you to support restoration of the Williamson Act subventions in 2010. 

Sincerely,
cc: (Insert members of your legislative delegation)







