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CalAPP Program Overview

Legislation & Budget

• Senate Bill 129 (Skinner, Budget Act of 2021)

• “…support a grant program for cities, counties, or cities and 

counties to establish online solar permitting.”

• Budget: $20 million (up to $1 million for admin costs) 

Eligibility • All incorporated California cities (482) and counties (58)

Application Deadline • May 1, 2023

Application Form • https://www.energy.ca.gov/calapp
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Scope of Work – Choose Either

1. • Adopt SolarAPP+

2. • Adopt software that meets these requirements:
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Grant Application Process
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CalAPP Funding Structure
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Applicant Population Reserved Grant Amount

Less Than 50,000 $40,000

50,000 to 99,999 $60,000

100,000 to 200,000 $80,000

Greater Than 200,000 $100,000



Reimbursable Costs
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Allowable Unallowable

Staff time (IT, third-party 

consultation, etc.)

Costs incurred prior to grant 
agreement execution 

In-house staff training 
Costs not directly related to 

adoption of permitting platform

Costs to train installers
Typically excluded items such as 

food for training events

Maintenance and subscription 

costs for supporting software
All other



Application Form Overview

• Applications accepted via electronic email submittal

• Submittal Deadline: May 1, 2023

• Application can be accessed at https://www.energy.ca.gov/calapp
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Senate Bill 379



Senate Bill 379 Overview

• Signed by Governor Newsom in September 2022

• Intended to further increase access and adoption of residential solar  
and residential energy storage projects

• Creates new requirement for California cities and counties
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Legislation • Senate Bill 379 (Wiener, Chapter 356, Statutes of 2022)

Who? • California cities & counties (with exemptions)

What? 
• Implement an online, automated permitting platform such as 

SolarAPP+

When? 
• By September 30, 2023 or September 30, 2024 (depending 

on population size)

CEC Role • Adopt guidelines for annual reporting 



SB 379 Exemptions
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Who? Threshold 

City • Population fewer than 5,000

County
• Population fewer than 150,000 (includes population of cities 

within)

Example 1 • City of Truckee (Population ~16,000)      NOT EXEMPT

Example 2 • Nevada County (Population ~97,000)     EXEMPT



SB 379 Compliance Schedule
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Deadline Description

September 30, 2023
• A city or county with a population of greater than 

50,000 and not otherwise exempt

September 30, 2024
• A city with a population of 50,000 or fewer and not 

otherwise exempt



Annual Reporting

SB 379: “The Energy Commission shall set guidelines…to report on the 
number of permits issued and the relevant characteristics of those 
systems.” 

• Data submitted to CEC

• Authorized representatives of non-exempt reporting jurisdictions shall 
provide information to the Energy Commission that satisfies the 
requirements of SB 379

• Non-exempt jurisdictions will submit annual reports by June 30th every year 
following compliance until June 30, 2034

• Data shall cover the previous calendar year from January 1 – December 31
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Data Collection

• Proposed Data Collection Fields:

1. Name of Jurisdiction 

2. Reporting Year

3. Estimated population

4. Total number of permits issued for solar only  

a) Number of permits through automated, online system

5. Total number of permits issued for solar paired with storage 

b) Number of permits through automated, online system

6. Electric utility service provider
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Next Steps & More Information

• May 1, 2023: CalAPP Application deadline to reserve funding
• Spring 2023: Anticipated adoption of SB 379 Guidelines 

• CalAPP Program webpage: https://www.energy.ca.gov/calapp
• Application Form accessible from this page

• SB 379 webpage: https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-
topics/programs/residential-solar-permit-reporting-sb-379

• Please join the CalAPP email list topic, available from our webpage or at 
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/CNRA/signup/31719

• CEC Contact: calapp@energy.ca.gov
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Thank You!


